
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Economic Commission for Africa 

(ECA) are pleased to announce the an African Road Safety Conference will be held in 

Accra, Ghana in February 2007 ahead of the first UN Road Safety week planned for 

April 2007.  

 

Burden of Road Traffic Injuries  

 

Road traffic crashes are a leading cause of death by injury, killing nearly 1.2 million peo-

ple annually. Africa is the region with the worst death rate from road crashes, with a 

fatality rate of 28 deaths per 100 000 population. Most of those injured or killed are 

pedestrians, cyclists and users of public transportation. In a region where 50% of the 

population is below the age of 16, road crashes also place a heavy burden on the conti-

nent's younger members - road crashes are the second leading cause of death for the 5 

to 44 age group in African countries.  

 

Road traffic injuries can, however, be prevented. A number of strtegies have contrib-

uted to dramatic decreases in road crashes in high-income countries. African countries 

can realise similar decreases by implementing effective road safety interventions. At 

national and regional levels, different sectors must work together if they are to suc-

ceed.  

 

The International Response 

 

In 2004 World Health Day  was dedicated to road safety. On that day, WHO and the 

World Bank launched the World report on road traffic injury prevention. This report em-

phasizes the importance of the problem and its prevention. Later in April 2004, the 

United Nations General Assembly adopted an historic resolution (A/58/289) which drew 

attention to road safety, endorsed the World Report and invited WHO to coordinate 

road safety efforts within the United Nations, in collaboration with the UN Regional 

Commissions. In October 2005, the UN General Assembly adopted a further road safety 

resolution (A/60/5) which recognizes the need for continuous awareness raising and 

invited the UN Regional Commissions and WHO to jointly organize the first United 

Nations Global Road Safety Week in 2007. 
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The African Response 

 

Three African Road Safety Congresses have been held over the last 3 decades. The last congress which was held in Pretoria, 

South Africa, in 1997 spawned the African Road Safety Initiative, endorsed by African Ministers of Transport and Communica-

tion, and now being implemented in some countries in the region. In 2004, road safety activities were introduced in the Sub 

Saharan African Transport Policy Programme (SSATP), a joint ECA and World Bank initiative that aims to improve transport 

sector performance. Interest in road safety was further emphasised in 2005, when the African Ministers of Transport high-

lighted the connection between road safety and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, and set a road safety 

target of halving road traffic fatalities on the continent by 2015. In September 2006, a workshop organized by the SSATP in 

collaboration with ECA called on African Governments to commit, at the highest level, to improving road safety by providing 

adequate and sustainable resources to finance road safety activities.  

 

The World Health Organization regional office in Africa has worked with African countries on a number of key areas contrib-

uting to the prevention and control of road traffic injuries. These include improving road traffic injury data availability and use, 

improving trauma care, articulating health sector strategies for road safety, and advocating for the multi-sectoral approach to 

road safety. 

 

The objectives for this African Road Safety Conference are: 

• To review progress made by African countries in improving road safety. 

• To plan implementation of the recommendations of the World report on road traffic injury prevention and the African 

Road Safety Initiative.  

• To continue preparations for the First UN Global Road Safety week.  

• To advance the development of national action plans for road safety for countries in the region.  

• To identify ways of mobilizing resources to rapidly improve road safety 

 

Meeting participants will work together on ways to 

• strengthen road safety collaboration across the region 

• share lessons learnt and develop strategies for sharing and applying good practices 

• develop strategies to advance recommendation of the WRRTIP and the global road safety report 

• develop strategies for monitoring of road safety targets  

• plan activities for UN Global Road Safety Week 

 

Registration information  

Please go to the following link for more information and registration.  

www.who.int/roadsafety/events/4arsc/en/ 

 


